behaved like an impudent schoolboy on my own account.
Goodness knows what impelled me to! I felt as though I were
plunging into space.
"Hein!" cried, or rather croaked, the Baron, turning
towards me with angry surprise.
I turned and remained in respectful expectation, still gazing
at him with a smile. He was evidently perplexed, and raised
his eyebrows as high as they would go. His face grew darker
and darker. The Baroness, too, turned towards me, and she,
too, stared in wrathful surprise. The passers-by began to look
on. Some even stopped.
"Hein!" the Baron croaked again, with redoubled guttural-
ness and redoubled anger.
"Ja wohl!" I drawled, still looking him straight in the face.
"Sind sie rasewd?" he cried, waving his stick and beginning,
I think, to be a little nervous. He was perhaps perplexed by
my appearance. I was very well, even foppishly, dressed, like
a man belonging to the best society.
"Ja wO'-o-MJ" I shouted suddenly at the top of my voice,
drawling the a like the Berliners, who use the expression ja wohl
in every sentence, and drawl the letter o more or less according
to the shade of their thought or feeling.
The Baron and Baroness turned away quickly and almost
ran away from me in terror. Of the spectators, some were
talking, others were gazing at me in amazement. I don't
remember very clearly, though.
I turned and walked at my ordinary pace to Polina Alexan-
drovna.
But when I was within a hundred paces of her seat, I saw her
get up and walk with the children towards the hotel.
I overtook her at the door.
"I have performed . . . the foolery," I said, when I
reached her.
"Well, what of it? Now you can get out of the scrape," she
answered. She walked upstairs without even glancing at
me.
I spent the whole evening walking about the park, I crossed
the park and then the wood beyond and walked into another
state. In a cottage I had an omelette and some wine; for that
idyllic repast they extorted a whole thaler and a half.
It was eleven o'clock before I returned home. I was at once
summoned before the General.
Our party occupied two suites in the hotel: thev